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Guided Reading
And

Independent 
Reading

K-4

Frequency – 5x/week, 45 -75 min per 
session depending on the grade level

Purpose – Provide differentiated 
teaching that supports students in 
developing reading proficiency, 
select high-interest books that guide 
and push scholars to their next F&P 
level



Writing
K-4

Frequency
K -- 1x/week, 30 min per session
1-2– 3x/week, 30 min per session
3-4 -- 5x/week, 30 min per session

Purpose 
To cultivate a love of expressing oneself through 
writing and build well-rounded scholars with voice 
and power

To provide opportunities to write in multiple genres, 
both fiction and nonfiction

To engage in the writing process by taking a 
brainstorm to a draft with multiple revisions and edits 
before publication

To apply explicitly taught grammar to their writing 
pieces

To write independently, but also receive frequent 
targeted feedback  on one’s writing



Phonics 
(FUNdations)

K-2

Frequency – 5x/week, 30 min per 
session

Purpose – To explicitly model 
foundational phonic and phonemic 
skills; to provide active engagement 
and practice with foundational 
skills; and to provide opportunity to 
engage with vocabulary words with 
multiple meanings



Read Aloud
K-2

2nd grade will only have RA for 
term one

Frequency 
3x/week, 30 min per session

Purpose  
To explicitly model the habits good readers 
use as they comprehend text

To provide opportunities for scholars to 
engage in text-related discussions and 
practice the habits modeled

To expose scholars to a wide range of 
vocabulary so that they can determine or 
clarify the meaning of grade-appropriate 
words encountered through listening and 
reading

To  immerse scholars in information about 
the world around them through strategic 
exposure to content year after year



Shared Text
3-4

2nd grade will begin in term 2

Frequency

2x/week, 45 minutes per session

Purpose

Support scholars to determine a text’s 
deepest meaning
Provide scholars with opportunities to 
examine craft and structure moves
Expose scholars to rigorous, high-quality 
passages that cover a wide range of genres



Literature 
Circles

3-4

Frequency

3x/week, 45 minutes per session

Purpose

Provide scholars with opportunities for 
transferrable reading skill instruction, 
aligned to CCSS

Expose scholars to engaging novels and 
short stories

Expose scholars to nonfiction texts to 
build background knowledge about the 
world



Tracking Each Child’s Progress

▪ Formal assessments:
■ (K and 1) Early Literacy Skills Assessment
■ ( K-2) Fundations Unit Tests
■ (K-4) Progression through reading levels → Fountas & Pinnell 

Benchmark Assessment System (“F&P”)
■ (K-4) Graded pieces in Writing
■ (3-4) Literature Circle Unit Tests
■ (3-4) Benchmark Assessments

▪ Informal → taking notes on each student’s daily reading in their Guided 

Reading group



Reading Level Expectations



What your child will learn 
this year



Kindergarten 

Subject Key Learnings

Phonics Learn all letters, sounds, and upper/lower-case letter formation. 
Learn simple digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh, ck).
Learn to tap out and spell three letter words or words with three sounds.
Practice basic sentence formations with capital letters, punctuation, and spaces between 
words

Guided Reading Scholars will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts. 
Scholars focus on levels A-D primarily.
Some basic skills practiced include using the picture and sounds in a word, identifying  a 
simple problem and solution in a text, and retelling all the important information learned 
from a text.

Read Aloud Scholars will engage in thematic units that center around ideas of identity, civic action, and 
a variety of perspectives and experiences.

Writing Scholars will practice using pictures and words to tell about things that have happened in 
their own lives (personal narrative), and continue to add more and more details to expand 
their stories.
Scholars will practice sentence formation using capital letters, punctuation, and spaces 
between words.



First Grade

Subject Key Learnings

Phonics Review all letters, sounds, and upper/lower-case letter formation.
Practice and learn digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh, ck), long vowel patterns, and inflection endings (s, 
es, ing, ed).
Continue to learn and practice tapping out and spelling words with a variety of spelling 
patterns.
Practice sentence formations and fluent scooping of sentences.

Guided Reading Students will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts. 
Scholars focus on levels E-J  primarily.
Some basic skills practiced include  identifying a variety of  problem types, determining how 
characters are trying to solve a problem, identifying the solution, and naming the lesson 
learned in a text. Scholars will also practice reading more fluently with expression, paying 
attention to dialogue, and tracking the multiple characters and events in the story.

Read Aloud Scholars will engage in thematic units that center around ideas of identity, civic action, and 
a variety of perspectives and experiences.

Writing Scholars will engage in a variety of units centered around different types of writing like 
personal narratives, informational writing, and poetry.
Scholars will also engage in a grammar unit and practice basic foundations of grammatical 
structures.



Second Grade

Subject Key Learnings

Phonics Review short vowels, long vowels  and digraphs. Student will learn: identifying word 
structures and syllable types, reading and spelling words with vowel team or vowel 
exceptions, read and spell 2nd grade sight word, and practice comprehension skills 

Guided Reading Students will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction text to push their accuracy, fluency and 
comprehension as they read. This part of the day will focus on YOUR STUDENTS reading 
level to have instruction targeted for their specific needs 

Read Aloud Occurs only during the 1st term. Will focus on identifying genre based on text features, 
retelling stories including all important information, modeling for students what good 
readers do as they read 

Writing Students will write pieces of various genres such as narrative pieces, book reviews, 
information texts, opinion pieces, fiction and poetry 



Third Grade

Subject Key Learnings

Literature Circles In the first half of the year students will read “I survived Pompeii”, “Because of Winn Dixie”, 
and “Dragons in a Bag”. Through all these unit students will learn about theme, tracking 
characters relationships and perspectives,  and author's craft and structure moves  

Guided Reading Students will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction text to push their accuracy, fluency and 
comprehension as they read. This part of the day will focus on YOUR STUDENTS reading 
level to have instruction targeted for their specific needs 

Shared Text Students will read a variety of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry.  Students learn genre based 
transferable strategies and questions they can ask themselves while they read to support 
them in accessing any text. Typically the texts they read connect to the big ideas they learn 
in literature circles. 

Writing Students will write pieces of various genres such as narrative pieces, book reviews, 
information texts, opinion pieces, fiction and poetry. In each unit students go through the  
writing process  of brainstorming, drafting, editing/revisiing, and publishing. 



Fourth Grade

Subject Key Learnings

Literature Circles In the first half of the year students will read “Robin Hood”,  “Tiger Rising”, and “Number the 
Stars”.  Through all these units will learn about theme, character perspectives, relationships, 
and differences, and author's craft and structure moves. 

Guided Reading Students will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction text to push their accuracy, fluency and 
comprehension as they read. This part of the day will focus on YOUR STUDENTS reading 
level to have instruction targeted for their specific needs 

Shared Text Students will read a variety of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry.  Students learn genre based 
transferable strategies and questions they can ask themselves while they read to support 
them in accessing any text. Typically the texts they read connect to the big ideas they learn 
in literature circles. 

Writing Students will write pieces of various genres such as narrative pieces, book reviews, 
information texts, opinion pieces, fiction and poetry. In each unit students go through the  
writing process  of brainstorming, drafting, editing/revisiing, and publishing. 



How to Support with Writing

-Let scholars sound out their words and write the letters they hear 
(K-1)
-Provide a journal so they start to write for enjoyment with no 
prompt
-Ask them to read their writing to see if it makes sense.
-Ask them what they are trying to say or tell. Talk about their work 
before writing.
-Make connections with authors/books they enjoy.
-Help them publish and make it “real”



How to Support with Phonics

-Have them read everything!
-Remind them to tap out words and look for parts of the word they already 
know.
-Talk about the parts of the word and why it makes a particular sound.
-Practice trick words a lot! 
-Apply their knowledge to spelling new words they see.
-Review Fundations student notebook and ask them each letter’s name and sound. 
-Prompt for students to listen for each sound, and identify the letter(s) that 
match.
-When reading: prompt to look for endings/vowel teams/chunks and let 
them use their skills to decode

-



How to Support with Reading

--Create a reading space that is calm and predictable
-Provide books/ways to access books that they enjoy reading
-Have them read as much as possible.
-Try not to tell them the word. Remind them of their strategies.
-Just give your scholars the sight words, the rest they can sound out!
-Encourage your scholar to use the picture to help them.
-Ask them questions about their books depending on the genre (fiction 
or nonfiction)



Reading for Meaning

● What are the important events in the story? 
● Who are the main characters in the story? What do they want, think, and 

feel? How do they solve their problem? 
● Did the characters change throughout the story? If so, how and why? 
● What is the problem in the story? What is the resolution in the story?
● Where does the story take place? What is the setting of the story? 
● Have you ever experienced (event in the story?) before? How did it make you 

feel? 
● How would you if (event in the story) happened to you? 
● Does this book remind you of any other books you have read before? Why? 



Decoding

● Using known strategies to figure out unfamiliar words 
○ Tapping out words, referencing sight words, using the pictures for context
○ “Can you tap this word out? Is this word a sight word? What does the picture show 

us?”  
● Fundations

○ Chunking words into different parts (look at the beginning, middle and end sounds of 
the word

■ Look for  words you know inside of trick words
■ Ex. Shout , many

○ Short vowel sounds vs. long vowels sounds 
○ Practicing suffixes (knowing that -ed makes different sounds) 
○ Self-monitoring- “Does this look right, sound right, or make sense?” 
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Questions?



Thank you!


