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Dear families of students in grades 3-12, 
 
As of today, New York is moving forward with state exams for students in grades 3-8 and 
some Regents exams this year. However, they are providing us with significant flexibility 
in terms of how we will administer those exams. They are still seeking a waiver from the 
federal government to be exempted from state exams altogether this year. But whether 
that will be received is unknown. We are moving forward as best we can given this 
uncertainty.  
 
The purpose of giving state exams this year is very different than in past years. The 
purpose is to understand the impact of the pandemic and interrupted schooling on 
student academic performance. No penalties are to be applied to schools or students 
for weak performance on this year’s state exams. Our focus this year remains on health 
and safety while doing all that we can to ensure that learning continues for all of our 
students. 
 
The New York State Education Department has said that only those students who are 
attending school in-person should take the state exams this year and that students who 
are learning entirely remotely should not be required to come in to test. They have also 
modified the exams to make them only 1 day instead of 2. With that in mind, here is how 
Ascend is currently approaching this year’s unusual state test season. 

● Our students learning in person will take the state exam in person during the 

state’s testing window. 

● Our students who are learning remotely will take an electronic version of the 

exam that we create a week later. 

● Our students who are attending our learning pods will take the state exam in 

person at the same time as their remote classmates. 

● In grades 3-8, we will not administer our own internal benchmark assessment in 

order to reduce testing during this period. 

 
If the state does not receive the waiver from the federal government to eliminate state 
testing this year, the responses of those students who test in person will be submitted to 
the state. If the state does receive a waiver from the federal government, no student 
responses will be shared with the state. By moving forward with administering our own 
version of this assessment, we will be able to collect valuable data about what students 
know and understand about the grade level standards. This assessment will not be 
included in report cards. 
 
Each Ascend school is creating its own detailed testing procedures and schedule. You 
should expect to hear more from your school’s principal or assistant principal of 
operations about how and when your child will take the assessments for their grades 
soon. Please reach out to them directly with additional questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brandon Sorlie 
Chief Schools Officer 


